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The home of Melbourne-born
ceramicist Andreas Tesch and his
partner, architect Stefan Gessler,
merges old-warld Berlin with

a madern life where everyday
objects are a work of art.







stefan and Anclraas in

ouelooks o busy

vigits h

and ol the :|:-|:|r.; Y

-"eﬁ!..,’ss ircthe 5t FETErsoLs ging. on

Ihe kifchen, which featurcs the latfer's Ceramic masdic benchiog. opposite page cleckwlze from top lefl Iha guest room
histeric Doxed double-windows: a touch of rococo over the dining fabile: the sinple msir bedreom fil: into the poinny

hres o wiall painted a “plunmmy grey Trigger™

colour afor the coupla 5 much-loved Weimenaner whose sortrait

g hanging. or the wall); and Andrcos” wall Sicces ard a bowl featutding Fis coloursd sip inlay fechnigue.

From the street the residential building in Berlin’s
Krewzberg seems nothing special with its plain, slighitly grungy
facade. Up on the first Aoor the apartment of Australian ceramicist
Andreas Tesch and architect Stefan Gessler is anything but
ordinary,

The first out standing feature is the Qoorboards - wide, long,
strangely barnlike, They lead the eye to the second striking featurs,
a Aandsowme ceramic kitchen benchtop. Designed and made by
Anulreas it is the latest in a body of work that has continually
pushed the medium in unexpected diractions of refinement and
technique,

Kncwn by collectors throughout Europe and Australia for his
distinctive “Tesch” style, the former Prahran College praduate has
been an identity on the Berlin art scene for 30 VEALE.

The apartment was very run-down when Stefan purchased it 20
¥ears ago: the electrical wiring had to be completely overhauled,
the cailing was fall: ng through and the walls were coversd in
hDII-'.l-‘JJ.E textured wa[lpapex,

I The magnificert original pine Hoorboards of today had a thick
layer of brown paint that required weeks of backbreaking sanding,

Stefan was going to give up halfuay through, but T said Nal™
recalls Andreas,

Left to complete it alone, Andreas massaped a tizaaiom cuide-
kased oil into the boasds with ateel wool to whiten them, T weanted
ableached Scandinavian lock rather than that galdan pine calor”

Stefan initially didn't see the attraction but over the years, with
the greving of the wood, he has come around and now loves i,

"We use a Bic inseed-hased cleanszer on it, whick males the
apartment smell like the changing roomes of the Melbourne Criclot
Cluk,” savs Andeeas,

Until three vears ago, nelthing else of substance was doze to
the apartment. The space was used az it had always been with the
kitchen tuckec cway in 2 simall telargulas room at the reer and the
middls rocm - the Berliner Zimmer (typically 2 large odd-shapad
rocm wilh ome window overlooking the imternal courtvard) — being
a lounge/dining roorm as well as a througheay. 10 an unswieldy
lapout for modern lving,

“We found the big room wasn't being urilised. We were always
sitting in the smoall kitehen and eating in there” says Andreas

It wras a relatively straightforward exercize to pull all the
naceseary facilities through the wall and make the Berlimer
Zimner the new kitchan/dining room. The mosaie benchoop, which
Andreas first tested ot i a countertop commizsion for high-end
parlamerie Wheadan, has ne -eins aleny the edges; the ceramic
goes avound the covrer 2nd is burnished teo males it very robust.

Seys Anddreas, 1 didn't wanl bo bave a splashback. Twanted to
do a sculptural & sment where it came down the wall, mot too high,
and sort of Aowed .E]rmg a kit then went dawn the front. [t like
an architectural element” o
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Two other units were built to "square up” the triangular-shaped
room: one for the wall oven and fridge, the other to display objects
at the front with clothes cupboards and ironing board concealed
behind.

Aside from this new joinery, nearly all of the furniture and
fittings have been found, recycled ar swapped. The dining room
table (a couple of really big oak planks) was a contra from 2
carpenter; the pot-hanger was an old door that was found an the
street, the dining chairs came from the science room at a secancary
school (again subject ta Andreas’ ruthless paint-st ripping).

His ceramics studio, about 15 minutes wallc away, is as
atmospheric as his home. Located on the third floor of a typical
mineteenth-century building, it was a Jewish porcelain factory
Before and after the war so Andreas inherited their kiln shelves and
stands, which he still uses today.

Like the apartment, Andreas set about stripplng away the layers
of histary, then spray-painting it all white, while the floor featuraes
his meticulaus patch job where it had worn away.

The studio remains warm in winter when the kiln ia firing {heing a
professional artist, Andreas is entitled to an almost 50% reducdon
in the electricity tarlff betwesn 9pm and Gpm] and beautifully it
in summer as the sun streams through the huge windows. [ no
wonder he loves going to worl seven days & week.

It is a nica piece of symmelry that he shares s studiv and irs
facilitics wirh former students (from his time as Head of Senlpl nral
Ceramics at Berlins Art School) beravse when hs firss arrved in
Berlin he was also ofered studio space by a rouple of established
ceramiciats,

Wariking full Lince in the stucio sitvce 1995, Andreas remains a

cralitionalist in that b does svarything by hand, not éven using a
machine to prepare the day as many do.

“They're loud, awful mech nes and | like the Iherapeutic thing ul
mixing the clay .. eneading the cay ... cuttng e clay. [t's a vexy
Japanese technique. And then I huild che wanele,”

Tha. werk comprises small series of functional wor< {bowls and
vessels) sold in London's Soho House Stoves zmd cther high-2nd
homeware sheps, commercial commissions - the musaic counters,
-1 wall panels made from coramic oE-cats [Berlin's knitwear
quecn Claudia Sinda has a couple ia her houtque), pieras for
reaitecte and interinr desipnzes — and then building a collection
for mxhibition, wirch can take up to bweo years (hix last show in
Auslraliasvas in 2006 ar Craft Viclerial,

For someone who arrived in Bodia as a 27-year-old with no
contarts but plenty of tharm Aadreas Tesch has turned his singular
passion o a %' wark, As be says, TH's an exciling process
procucing the wods bt it's pot a medium to yugn things.” B
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Specs

Architect

foix Kiahndein (1223)
Fenoyvaions: dtefan Gessier (201 3)
Materials
Mossive biick consTucTion with woooen becm celings
Unliz In kifchendzin ng: cesdved timber pradoct with melaming
[ECE A I S el
Eitzmsn Benshiop: highdirzd ccloured ar:d Bumizned massis
cerarric by Andrea: Tesch Taso-cenarics o)
Fumriturs & fitings: recycled or found.
Fleaoring
Fine floorsoards sanded ther recraa with a franiunr oxicle
tosad ail frarm the Bin cnrrpony, Mo ntaimec with o Bia
linseec-cosed clecnssar.
Insulation
&l fraastanding wal 5 tFe bassnent caellimg a-d the otfic -
b block were nsulaledd, o 2005 initiative diva- by Stefon
Gessler cna subsidisec Dy the Semnar government by
pareavis i ol wary chieop credit terms
Glazing
Histars boxed dou ble-windows [Kasienfensnss).
Henifing
Fince 2008 the apartment block has had aocess to the garic
~eatng ard, o waste heat recovery and o isoation syestem.
Wit the eck, cental dislibulion via 2 heat excrange
device.
Hot Water
Cezerralised productizn e each aparfmset thros b
slecTical dlevices
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